
1 Kings 18:38
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt

sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and

licked up the water that was in the trench. 

Analysis

Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the

wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the

trench.

This verse contributes to the broader narrative of elijah and the prophets of baal,

within the book's focus on prophetic ministry of Elijah confronting Baalism. The

sacrificial system points forward to Christ's ultimate sacrifice, fulfilling all temple

offerings (Hebrews 10:1-18). 

The  Hebrew  text  reveals  nuances  important  for  understanding  this  passage's

contribution  to  1  Kings'  theological  message  about  kingship,  covenant,  and

faithfulness  to  Yahweh.  This  verse  demonstrates  the  consequences  when God's

people—especially their leaders—either follow or forsake the covenant established

at Sinai.

Historical Context

First Kings was written during or after the Babylonian exile (6th century BCE),

reflecting on the monarchy period (10th-9th centuries BCE) to explain why the

kingdoms fell. Elijah's ministry (c. 860-850 BCE) occurred during Ahab's reign, a

time of intense spiritual crisis in Israel. 
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Ancient  Near Eastern kingship ideology viewed kings as  divine representatives

responsible for maintaining cosmic order through right worship.  Archaeological

discoveries  from sites  like  Megiddo,  Hazor,  and Samaria  confirm the historical

reliability  of  1  Kings'  descriptions  of  building  projects  and  administrative

structures.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Study Questions

How does this passage illustrate the importance of complete obedience to

God's word without compromise?

What does Elijah's ministry reveal about God's character and His

commitment to His covenant people?

How does this verse point toward or prepare for the coming of Christ and His

eternal kingdom?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ל ותַּפִֹּ
fell
H5307

אֵשׁ
Then the fire

H784

ה ָ יהְו
of the LORD

H3068

אכלַ ותַֹּ
and consumed

H398

אֶת
H853

הָֽעֹלהָ
the burnt sacrifice

H5930

ואְֶת
H853

ים הָֽעֵצִ
and the wood

H6086

ואְֶת
H853

ים ִ הָֽאֲבנָ
and the stones

H68

ואְֶת
H853

ר הֶֽעָפָ
and the dust

H6083

ואְֶת
H853

יִם הַמַּ
the water

H4325

אֲשֶׁר
H834

ה בתַּּעְָלָ
that was in the trench

H8585

לחִֵֽכהָ׃
and licked up

H3897

Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 9:24 (Sacrifice): And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and

consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people

saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces.

1 Chronicles 21:26 (Sacrifice): And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and

offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD; and he

answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering.

2 Chronicles 7:1 (Sacrifice): Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the

fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices;

and the glory of the LORD filled the house.

Judges 6:21 (References Lord): Then the angel of the LORD put forth the end of

the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and

there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened

cakes. Then the angel of the LORD departed out of his sight.

Job 1:16 (Parallel theme):  While he was yet speaking, there came also another,

and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and

the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
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Genesis 15:17 (Parallel theme):  And it came to pass, that, when the sun went

down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed

between those pieces.

1 Kings 18:24 (References Lord): And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will

call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God.

And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.

Leviticus 10:2 (References Lord):  And there went out fire from the LORD, and

devoured them, and they died before the LORD.

2 Kings 1:12 (Parallel theme): And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a

man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And

the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

4


	1 Kings 18:38
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


